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April 22: In a communique broadcast on national radio, Senate president (speaker) Dejean Belizaire
called for a new round of negotiations to end the nation's political crisis. The next round would
include representatives of congress, the military and the provisional government. Two senators of
the National Front for Change and Democracy (FNCD), deposed president Jean Bertrand Aristide's
party, expressed opposition to Belizaire's proposal. They said the military would inevitably
dominate in such three- way talks. The US Supreme Court voted five to four to authorize continued
repatriation of Haitians being held at the US naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba. The vote annulled
the March 28 ruling by federal judge Sterling Johnson prohibiting deportation. According to
Craig Shirley Associates Inc., a public relations firm contracted by the Haitian government,
provisional president Joseph Nerette asked President Geroge Bush to begin lifting the trade
embargo imposed against Haiti by the Organization of American States (OAS) last October. A
White House source said he had no knowledge of such a request, and said that US policy towards
Haiti remains unchanged. In Port-au-Prince, provisional government supporter Deputy Benoit
Laguerre exchanged gunfire in the congressional building with Deputy Sorel Yacinthe. Yacinthe is
opposed to the coup and provisional government. April 23: Information Minister Gerard Bissainthe
visited the privately-owned radio station Tropic and the Catholic Church's Radio Soleil to warn
station managers to avoid "defamation" of government officials and military officers. Bissainthe
issued threats articulated as "eventual blows." April 24: Provisional president Joseph Nerette,
coup leader and armed forces commander Gen. Raoul Cedras, Senate president Dejean Belizaire
and Chamber of Deputies president Alexandre Medard, announced plans to meet the following
week to discuss mechanisms toward ending the political crisis. April 27: Independent Radio
Metropole cited religious sources as saying that a Venezuelan nun and 10 other people were
arrested by police near the northeastern limits of Port-au-Prince. The police were reportedly
conducting a routine check and found photos of deposed president Aristide in the possession
of the 11 people. In the town of Gros Morne (northeastern Haiti), a student was arrested for
distributing pro-Aristide pamphlets. The Geneva-based International Federation of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies reported critical food, fuel and medicine shortages among the
Haitian poor, result of the OAS-sponsored trade embargo. At present, over 1 million Haitians
need food supplements, compared to about 750,000 in December. The Coast Guard cutter Tampa
rescued 155 Haitian refugees from four overcrowded boats off the Haitian coast. According to
Cassie Boothe, Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) spokesperson in Washington, the
Coast Guard picked up 6,660 refugees during 80 separate operations over the past 34 days. April
28: The US Coast Guard deported 55 Haitians, bringing the total number of deportees since Feb.
3 to 11,598. During a speech at Brooklyn University, Aristide called on the US to "fight with us
against the military regime in Haiti...the same way you fought in Nicaragua." However, during an
interview with the New York Times, Aristide expressed opposition to sending US troops or any
other foreign troops to fight in Haiti. In conversations with representatives of New York Baptist
Church groups, Aristide called for a strengthening of the embargo against Haiti and requested
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stronger measures on the part of Washington "to force the military to renounce power." April 29:
In Port-au-Prince, negotiations among representatives of the congress, provisional government
and the military commenced. Journalist Paul Jean Mario was released from prison result of an
appellate court ruling. Mario arrested Nov. 9 last year on charges of participating in the arson of
public buildings in Petit Goave. According to his lawyers and relatives, Mario was subjected to
torture while in detention. At the time of the arrest, Mario was a local correspondent for Radio
Antilles Internacional. According to results of a survey by Radio Metropole, 67.1% of Haitians
support the Feb. 23 agreement mediated by the OAS as the basis for a negotiated solution to
the country's political crisis. The survey sample consisted of 700 adults. When asked to identify
the political leader considered most capable of resolving the crisis, 38.1% of respondents named
Aristide; 21.1%, prime minister designate Rene Theodore; 15.7%, former president Leslie Manigat;
13.2%, former presidential candidate Marc Bazin; 0.6%, Hubert de Ronceray; and, 0.5%, provisional
president Nerette. Next, 91.9% of respondents said they opposed the idea of organizing new general
elections. April 30: Haitian National Television (TNH) reported that Rene Preval, prime minister
under Aristide, had obtained safe passage to leave the country. Preval received asylum at the
Mexican Embassy in Port-au-Prince. May 1: A joint statement by participants in the three- way talks
indicated that the negotiations would be continued into the following week. May 2: According to
Rev. Antoine Adrien, the Venezuelan nun arrested April 27 for possessing photographs of Aristide
was released from the National Penitentiary after being charged with subversion. May 3: Sen. Raoul
Remy was severely injured in Cap Hatien by unidentified assailants. The senator was asked about
his opinion of the Feb. 23 accord, and then shot before he could respond. Remy, a representative
of the National Reconstruction Movement (MRN) led by Rene Theodore, opposes the agreement.
May 4: According to Radio Metrople, unidentified assailants opened fire on a military post in the
city of Cayes, 200 km. southeast of the capital. No casualties were reported. May 5: The Interior and
National Defense Ministry issued a statement condemning the May 3 attack on Sen. Raoul Remy.
According to a statement signed by all participants in the three-way talks, major differences in
perspective continue. The provisional government has proposed installing a "consensus" cabinet,
and new general elections. Members of the congress support Aristide's eventual reinstatement,
and demand that provisional president Nerette step down immediately. The legislators proposed
that during the interim period, executive power would be exercised by a prime minister ratified
by the congress. Congressional representatives of the National Front for Change and Democracy
(FNCD) walked out of the negotiations in protest of the provisional government's "intransigent"
position regarding the return of Aristide. May 6: The US Coast Guard intercepted 593 Haitians
aboard seven wooden boats in international waters off the Haitian coast. Since October last year,
the Coast Guard has picked up more than 25,000 Haitian refugees. According to INS spokesperson
Crystal Lloyd, about 7,300 Haitians were found to have plausible claims for political asylum. Of
this total, about 5,900 have been transferred to the US to pursue their claims. Over 12,500 Haitians
have been deported, and more than 5,100 refugees are currently residing at the refugee camp
in Guantanamo. US Ambassador to Haiti Alvin Adams reiterated Washington's support for the
agreement signed in Washington in February. In a nationwide radio broadcast, Adams' remarks
were described by the provisional government as fresh evidence of "intolerable meddling." The
ambassador was invited to "leave the county if the national solution to the crisis does not suit
him." The government statement ended with the following phrase in English: "Haiti, love it or
leave it." May 7: In a statement broadcast on Radio Metropol, Minister of Culture, Information and
Coordination Gerard Bissain announced that the Peruvian government had officially recognized
Haiti's provisional government under Joseph Nerette. Only the Vatican and Peru have announced
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plans plans to resume full diplomatic relations with Haiti. US Rep. Charles Rangel called on
President Bush to take control of OAS and UN initiatives to restore democracy in Haiti "in the
same way the US managed the Persian Gulf crisis." May 9: Representatives of Haiti's provisional
government, the military and the congress signed an accord on the "formation of a consensus and
public salvation government to consolidate democracy." The agreement calls for the appointment of
a "moderate" prime minister accepted by "the majority of the sectors participating in national life"
who has "experience in public administration." The primary objective of the consensus government
will be resuming negotiations in order to "find a solution corresponding to the expectations of all
Haitians, the international community and sectors directly concerned with the events leading up to
the Sept. 30 coup." The new government will be charged with ending Haiti's diplomatic isolation,
promoting suspension of the trade embargo, "maintaining social peace, reactivating the economy,
modernizing and strengthening democratic institutions, creating police force and citizen-protection
services, and installing an Electoral Commission." Under the agreement, which must be approved
by the Senate and Chamber of Deputies, Nerette will step down "at the appropriate moment," and
the current administration will remain in power until the consensus government is functioning. No
timetable for the change in government was provided. May 10: US Ambassador Adams reaffirmed
his support for the February accord, and described any arrangement not based on such agreement
as "illusionary." May 11: The US Coast Guard reported the rescue of 1,167 Haitians in international
waters over the weekend, bringing the number of boat people intercepted over the past six months
to over 27,000. Another 251 Haitian refugees were deported, bringing the total number of deportees
to 12,907. [Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 04/27/92, 04/28/92; Inter Press Service, 05/05/92;
Prensa Latina (Cuba), 04/22/92, 05/08/92; Notimex, 04/22/92, 04/23/92, 05/04/92, 05/08/92; Associated
Press, 05/04/92, 05/09/92; Agence France-Presse, 04/22-24/92, 04/27-30/92, 05/04-09/92; Washington
Post, 05/10/92, 05/11/92; United Press International, 04/28/92, 05/01/92, 05/06/92, 05/11/92]
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